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the case that my identities conflict? Or is it
more likely that, as | explore more deeply into
these questions, that | run into contradictions
only when | accept others’ constructions of
the social roles that emerge from my
identities”? When | try to discover who | am,
am | surprised by the answers?






u
Choices

Spirituality

Relationships

“Conflict” may actually be values clarification



e Differ from identities
More time and context-bound

What you do or how you are rather than who you
are



s it singular?
s there a “true” self?

s self=identity?

Or does self, however we define it, emerge from
within the dialectics between identities and social
roles?



e If | am not for myself, who am [?

e If | am only for myself, what am 17

e If not now, when?

e And herein lies my core identity-Jew
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e The following slides copyright Maria P.P.
Root, Ph.D., used with permission



Ecelogical Frameweork for Understanding Multiracial Identity Development
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Background “Invisible” Contexts

»  Repional and generational history of race and ethnic relations

] Gender and sexual orientation
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@Root 2002, Ecological Framework for Understanding Racial Identity Development




Family Functioning

Consistency of parental availability

Extended family acceptance

Losses and disruptions to family life

Sense of belonging, acceptance, and love
Violence/physical, sexual, mental abuse/emotional neglect

Family Socialization Traits and Aptitudes

Home language Temperament
Parent’s identity social skills

Nativity Coping skills

(Jiven names Giftedness

Extended fanily Health

Home values/spirituality Learning difficulties
Family racial socialization Physical attractiveness
Family racial & ethnic identity




Family
Socialization

Racial socialization
Family racialiethnic
\dentity

Traits/Aptitudes

Physical attractiveness

Phenotype

Skin/eye/hair color

Family resemblance
Misidentification by strangers

Racialized physical features




Community Attitudes &
Racial Socialization

MSchool/work

Comumunity {e g, church,
athleucs, recreational
SrOuUps)

Friends

New communly




Identities

Ethnicities

IRaces

Assignment by hypodescent
Monoracial fit/self-assignment
Blended identity

Bi- or multiracial

White with symbolic identity




Accept ldentity Society Assigns

-Passive strategy

-Internalizes and applies one-drop rule
-Internalizes and applies hypodescent
-Congruent with society’s expectations
-Subject to other's realities

Copyright MPP Root 2004



ldentify Monoracially

*Aictive strategy congruent with experience
-May coincide with social assignment
Phenotype may not coincide with other's perceptions

*Copyright MPP Root 2004



Identify with Multiple Racial Groups

Fluid notion of identity

-Salience of heritages may alternate

-Heritages inform the experience of each one
-Challenges orthogonal notions of ethnicity and race
Requires coping with social resistance

-flvoids fractionation of self
*Copyright MPP Root 2004



ldentification as a New Racial Group

Challenges racial system
*Copyright MPP Root 2004



Symiliolic Racial ldentity

New strategy possible because hypodescent and one-
drop rules not fully internalized

Acknowledges heritages with pride/interest hut
detachment

*Copyright MPP Root 2004
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a dynamic representation of energies around a
construct as it moves from foreground to
background to midground

Like Root’s model, dynamic and changing; takes
her model into third and fourth dimensions and
speeds up the possibilities of change to reflect
changing social and interpersonal contexts
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the case that my identities conflict? Or is it
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